Тема 6 THE PRONOUN: DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

Demonstrative pronouns are: this, that, such and same.

	Singular
	Plural

	this
	these

	that
	those


Use:

1 They can be used as adjectives and as pronouns: this man, that shop (determiner).

This is my house. Those are her papers. (demonstrative pronouns)

2 When this and that are used as pronouns (without nouns) they normally refer to things:

This is better than that one.

However, this/that can be used as pronouns when we are identifying people:

Hello, this is Elizabeth. Is that Ruth?

This/that and it used in discourse

3 This, that and it can all be used in discourse to refer back to things that have been talked or written about earlier:

So she decided to paint her house pink. It upset the neighbours a bit. or So she decided………. this/that really upset the neighbours (this/that are more emphatic than it).

4 When more than one thing has been mentioned, it generally refers to the main subject of discussion whereas, this/that generally select the last thing mentioned:

We keep the ice – cream machine in the spare room. It is mainly used by the children (the machine is used by the children).

We keep the ice – cream machine in the spare room. That is mainly used by the children (the spare room is used by the children).

5 Notice that only this can refer forward to something that hasn’t yet been mentioned:

Now what do you think about this?

Will you be able to do this?

6 The pronoun that/those may be used instead of a noun already mentioned. It is called a prop-word:

A dog’s intelligence is much greater than that of a cat.

He found it easier to believe that her actions were those of a spoilt girl.

These poems aren’t so good as those written by you last year.

7 Those followed by a who-clause, participle or an ing-form refers to persons:

Those who (people who) want to attend the seminar, raise your hands.

Those (people) rescued were still in hospital.

8 In an informal style this and that are often used with adjectives and adverbs in the same way as so:

We didn’t know he was that stupid.

I can’t walk that far.

It’s about that high.
Set phrases with this/that:

that’s all right;

like this/that (such a…/in this/that way);

but for all that (despite that);

more than that (in addition to);

to know better than that (to be cleverer);

hardly that (not quite);

and all that;

that is;

leave it at that (to do/say nothing more);

so that’s that;

and that’s that (there is nothing more to say/do);

that settles it;

for that matter (so far as that subject being mentioned is concerned).

